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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 
1885. 



THE EXTENT IN STATUTE ACRES AND THE PRODUCE 
OP THE CROPS 



OBSERVATIONS 

OP THE 



DISTRICT INSPECTORS OF THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY AND OF THE 
SERGEANTS OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, 

WHO ACTED AS SUPERINTENDENTS OP THE AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IN THE TEAK US5. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY, HENRY HOWARD MOLYNEUX, EARL OF 
CARNARVON. 

LORD MECTKAST-OSSSRAI. ASH RKT1RAL OOVRMfO* OP IKILiUK, 

Arc. Arc. Arc. 

Mat it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to lay before your Excellency the accompanying tables, concerning 
Irish Agriculture during the year 1885. 

The tables concerning the acreage under crops laid before your Excellency in August 
last have been carefully revised, and the figures relating to this subject contained in the 
present Report are as correct as such statistics can reasonably- be expected to be. 

I hope early in the approaching year to have all the available details regarding agri- 
culture in Ireland fully arranged and submitted to your Excellency in the usual annual 
detailed Report on Agricultural Statistics in Ireland. 

The acreage under crops in 1885 compared with 1884, shows, in cereal crops, an 
increase in wheat of 3,127 acres, in barley of 12,072 acres, and in rye of 1,250 acres, 
but in oats there is a decrease of 19,575 acres. In green crops — potatoes decreased by 
1,660 acres, turnips by 7,047 acres, while mangel wurzel increased by 2,638 acres. In 
other crops — flax increased by 18,922 acres, and hay by 72,281 acres. Compared with, 
the average acreage for the ten years 1875-1884 there is a decrease in all the principal 
crops except hay, which increased by 96,962 acrea Wheat shows a decrease of 63,733 
acres, oats of 82,252 acres, and barley of 35,321 acres. Potatoes decreased by 49,034 
acres, turnips by 18,946 acres, mangel wurzel by 6,054 acres, and flax by 11,920 acres. 

All the crops except here show an increased average rate of produce per acre in 1885, 
compared with 1884. The yield of wheat increased by 0 6 cwt, barley by 0T cwt., oats 
by 0'2 cwt., and rye' by 16 cwt., potatoes by 0‘2 ton, turnips by 0 - 4 ton, mangel 
wurzel by 0 - 7 ton, flax by 2-3 stones, and hay by 0T ton, while here decreased by 
0‘3 .cwt. The rate .for 1885, compared with the average rate for the ten years 
1875-1884, shows an increase in all crops except bere, turnips, and hay, which exhibit 
a decrease of 2-0 cwt.; 0’6 ton and 0T ton respectively. Wheat increased by IT cwt, 
barley by 0-3 cwt, and rye by 0‘9 cwt Potatoes show a increase of 0*7 ton, mangel 
of 0-2 ton, and flax of 6*9 stone. 

A 2 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 



The produce in 1885, as compared with 1S84, shows, in cereal crops, an increase in 
wheat of 105,544 cwts., in oats of 24,229 cwts., in barley of 208,148 cwts., and in rye 
of 27,306 cwts. Potatoes show an increase of 135,386 tons, turnips of 43,859 tons, 
and mangel wurzel of 60,253 tons. There is also an increase of 4,916 tons in flax and 
of 333,320 tons in hay. 

The produce in 1885, as compared with the average produce of the ten years, 1875-1884, 
shows, in cereal crops, a decrease in wheat of 826,606 cwts., in oats of 993,741 cwts., 
in barley of 499,103 cwts., in bere of 3,383 cwts., and an increase in rye of 5,450 cwts. 
In other crops in 1885, as compared with the average, there is an increase of 378,658 
tons in potatoes, and of 174,107 tons in hay; while there is a decrease of 397,681 tons in 
turnips, of 71,679 tons in mangel wurzel, and of 1,576 tons in flax. 



Table I. — Showing the average yearly Extent of Land 'under Crops in the ten years, 
1875-84 ; the extent in 1884 and 1885 ; the Increase or Decrease in the extent 
under each crop in 1385 compared with 1884 ; and the extent in 1885 above or 
below the average for the ten years 1875-S4. 



Crop*. 


Average yearly 
extent in the ten 
years, 1S75-I8S4. 


Extent in 1SS4. 


Extent in 1SS5. 


Increase or Decrease in 
1855 compared with 1884. 


Extent in 1885, 
compared with the average 
extent for the 10 years 
1875-1884. 








Increase. 


Decrease. 


Ab",. 


Below. 




Statnte Acres. 


Statnte Acres. 


Statnte Acres. 


Statnte Acre! 


Statnte Acres 


Statute Acres. 


Statute Acres. 


Wheat, 


134,750 


G7,890 


71,017 

1,328,S69 


3,127 






63,733 


Oats. . 


1,411.121 


1,348.444 


19,575 




82,252 


Bariev, 


214,454 


167,061 


179,133 


12,072 




35,321 


Bere. . 


519 


346 


344 




2 




175 


Rve, . 


8,543 


7,149 


8.399 


1,250 






149 


Potatoes, 


846,326 


798,952 


797,292 


1,660 




49,034 


Turnips, 


315,930 


304,031 


296,984 




7,047 




18,946 


Mangel Wurzel and 
Beet Boot, 


43,233 


34,541 


37,179 


2,63S 




6,054 


Flax, . 


120,067 


89,225 


108,147 


18,922 






11,920 

' 


Hay, . 


1,937,806 


1,962,487 


2,034,768 


72,281 




96,962 



Tables showing the extent under Crops by Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law 
Unions, will be found at pp. 8, 12. Tables showing the produce of the Crops by 
Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law Unions, at pp. 10, 16. 



Table II. — Showing the Average Rate of Produce per Acre for the 10 years 1875-1884, 
the Average Rate for 1884 and 1885 ; the Increase or Decrease in the Rate for 
each crop in 1885 compared with 1884, and the Rate in 1885 compared with the 
Average Rate for the 10 years 1875-1884. 



Crop*. 


Average Bate of 
Produce per acre 
for the 10 years 
1875-1884. 


Average Bate of 
Produce per acre 
in 1884. 


Average Bate of 
Produce per acre 
in 1885. 


Increase or Decrease in 
1885 compared with 1884. 


Bate of Produce in 1885 
compared with average 
Bate for the 10 years 1876— 
1884. 




Decrease. 


Above. 


Below. 


Wheat, in Cwts, . 


14-3 


14-6 


15-4 










Oats, „ 


13-6 


13-4 


13-6 










Barley, „ 


15-8 


16*0 


16-1 










Bere, „ 


15-4 


13-7 


13-4 










Bye, „ 


11-8 


11-1 


12-7 


1-6 




o-9 




Potatoes, in Tons, 


3-3 


3-8 


4-0 










Turnips, „ . 


12-5 


11-5 


11-9 










Mangel Wurzel and 
















Beet Root in Tons, 


13-2 


12-7 


13-4 










Flax in Stones of 
















14 lbs., . 


29-5 


28-1 


30-4 










Hay in Tons, . 


2-1 


1-9 


2-0 


0-1 


• 




01 
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Table III. — Showing the Average yearly amount of Produce for the 10 years 1875- 
1S34, the Produce in 1S34 and 1885; the Increase or Decrease iu 1S55, compared 
with 1SS4 ; and the amount of Produce of each Crop in 1S3 5, above or below the 
Average Amount for the 10 years 1875-1S84. 



Crop, 


Average yearly 
Amount of 
Product for the 
10 years 1675- 


Produce in leal. 


Produce in 1S65. 


Increase or Decrease in 
15?J compared with 1684. 


The Produce in 15--> 
compared w~.:b averts 
Produce for the 10 years 
1875-1864. 










Increase. 


Decease. 


Abo re. 


Below. 




Cwti. 


Cwts. 


cm a. 


Cwti. 


Cwta. 


Cwta. 


Cwti. 


Wheat, 


1,923,804 


991,654 


1,097,198 


105,544 






826,606 


Oats, . 


19,127,418 


IS, 109, 448 


IS, 133,677 


24,229 






993,741 


Bariev, 


3,383,040 


2,675,739 


2,833,937 


208,143 






499,103 


Bere, . 


8,000 


4,736 


4,623 


113 




3,383 


Rye, . 


101,232 


79,376 


106,682 


27,306 




5,450 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Potatoes, 


2,797,0S0 


3,040.352 


3,175,738 

3,551,783 


135,386 




378,658 




Turnips, 

Mangel W urzc-1 and 


3,949,464 


3,507,924 


43,859 




397.631 


Beet Root, 


571,409 


439,477 


499,730 


60,253 






71,679 


Flax, . 


22,154 


15,662 


20,573 


4,916 






1,57G 


Hay, . 


3,981,988 


3,822,775 


4,156,095 


333,320 




174,107 





The estimated value of the harvest in Ireland for 1S85 is shown in the statement 
contained in Table IV. This table is a continuation of a similar table published in my 
Preliminary Report on the return of Agricultural Produce in 1879 ; the prices 
attached to each product are taken at the value fixed by the late Mr. Thom, in his Oificial 
Directory. The increase in money value of the crops in Ireland is exhibited in 
Table TV., and amounts in the aggregate to £1,694,223 compared with 1884, and to 
£263,964 compared with the average for the 10 years 1875-1S84. It will be observed 
that the great bulk of the increase is in the hay crop, in which the increase of value 
is £749,970 as compared with 1SS4, aud which exhibits an increase of £391,743 as 
compared with the average for the past 10 years. There is an increase in the valu .- of 
potatoes in 1885 compared with 1884 ot £406,158, and in flax of £314,633. The value 
of oats exhibits a decrease of £225,548 compared with the average for the 10 years, anil 
wheat and barley show a decrease in value respectively of £413,243 and £199,641. 



[Tail* 
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6 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE OF IRELAND, 1875-1885. 

Table IV. — -Extent of Principal Crops, Average Produce per Statute Acre, and Total Produce, 
for the years 1875 to 1885, inclusive, -with their Value at the Estimated Average Prices obtained for 
Thom’s Almanac. 




1877 1,924,917 

1878 1,942,804 

1879 1,937,255 

1880 1,909,825 

1881 | 2,001,029 

1882 1,962,152 

1883 1,931,784 

1884 1,962,487 

1885 2,034,768 



. .£30,217,776 1871, . 

. 30/ 4!, 008 1872. . 

. 32.871.877 1873, . 

. 30,947,695 1874, . 

. 34,961,042 1875, . 



Tom Value op Principal C 



.£29,264,293 1876, . ' 

. 25,829,086 1877, . 

. 28,689,196 1878, . 

. 32,39U,501 1879, . 

. 35,986,003 1880, . 

* Including btet root, 1877-85. 



.£36,528,831 1881, . 

. 28,653,265 1882, . 

. 32,758,144 1883, . 

. 22,743,006 1884, . 

. 32,657,138 1885, . 



. £34,348,911 
. 28,530,744 
. 32,813.942 
. 30,079,710 
. 81,773,933 



I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General, 

GtjfEEAL Register Office, 

Chaelemont House, Dublin, 

3rd December, 1885. 
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8 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1885. 



TABLE I.— SHOWING, BY COUNTIES AND PROVINCES, THE 



1 

COC5TIES. 1 


Antrim, . 






Armagh. . 






Carlow, . 






Cavan, 






Clare, 






Co K, 






Donegal, . 






Down, 






Dublin, . 






Fermanagh, 






Galway, . 






Kerry, 






Kildare, . 






Kilkenny, . 






King’s, 






Leitrim, . 






Limerick, . 






Londonderry, 






Longford, . 






■ outh and Drogheda, 
County of Town. 


Mayo, 






Monaghan, 






Queen’s, . 






Roscommon, 






' LI OO. 






Tipperary, 






Tyrone, . 






Waterford, 






Westmeath, 






Wexford, , 






Wicklow, . 






PROYIHCES. 




Liiitsim, , 






-Munster . 






Ulster, 






' ONNAt'GHt, 






Total, 








EXTENT CNDER CROPS 



Coin, Beans, and Pease. 



Wheat. 


- 




Ben. 


Bye. Beuu. 






Ponron. 


***** 


a™. 


a™. 


Arm 


Acre*. 


Acne. 


Aem 


Acres. 


Acre*. 


Acre*. 


Acre*. 


1/98 


73/67 


1,164 


1 


28 


1,831 


84 


78,673 


43,651 


9,791 


2,933 


53,529 


65 


8 


37 


531 


9 


67,112 


26,505 


8,363 


920 


20,496 


5,077 


2 








26,495 


9,096 


4,714 


133 


41/57 


24 


1 


35 


2 




42,152 


26,275 


2,717 


1,577 


15,549 


873 


11 


702 


173 


1 


18,886 


24,936 


5/77 


11,002 


101,258 


19,179 


54 


142 


4 


8 


131,727 


63,414 


32,524 


208 


91,637 


1/76 


44 


727 


185 


105 


94,542 


44,734 


16,477 


13,913 


105,743 


351 


1 


102 


792 


149 


121,051 


48,464 


18,363 


3,876 


12,849 


1,738 


1 


43 


7 


55 


18,569 


' 8/91 


2,132 


497 


21,159 


11 


9 


179 


19 


4 


21,878 


15,144 


2,867 


1,970 


50,631 


4,934 


16 


1,436 


12 


112 


59,11 1 


45,505 


18,307 


788 


25,884 


3,071 


25 


336 


15 


5 


30,124 


28,943 


5,122 


1,730 


24,696 


12,860 


2 


172 


3 


3 


39,466 


8,869 


11,873 


5,239 


33,752 


16,114 


1 


1 




3 


55,160 


16/72 


9,321 


653 


22,375 


l.V-23 


24 


330 


23 


13 


37,341 


15,145 


9,554 


57 


12,462 


13 


6 


191 


2 




12,731 


17,764 


1,282 


2,788 


21,456 


1,C02 


6 


25 


2 


3 


25,882 


21,597 


4,670 


1,093 


72,797 


1/67 


17 


577 


352 


33 


76,436 


32,281 


13,6 4 


•18 


15,938 


67 




156 


8 


19 


16/96 


11,475 


2,609 


1,389 


27,904 


14/£8 


2 


65 


88 


70 


44,106 


11,123 


9/50 


S5S 


54,971 


344 


39 


1,857 


2 


9 


58/78 


50,906 


8,428 


J,078 


28,832 


787 


3 


75 


7 


12 


80,789 


11,694 


6,070 


336 


49,218 


937 


9 


71 


50 


8 


50,679 


20/67 


7,448 


444 


22,781 


19,813 


5 


6 






43,049 


15/06 


11,866 


196 


25,743 


94 


5 


586 


1 




26,624 


26,498 


4,931 


235 


22,709 


577 


1 


183 


2 


2 


23,709 


19,726 


3/24 


5,474 


50,196 


17,998 


30 


46 


6 


3 


73,753 


33,042 


19,196 


1,013 


101,040 


29 


C 


168 


83 


4 


105/43 


40,649 


15,581 


2,053 


30,278 


1,170 




21 


1 


6 


33/29 


14,318 


6,666 


53 


20,706 


169 


4 


72 






21,004 


11,260' 


5/59 


5,137 


48,188 


37,087 




30 


2,199 


18 


92,659 


• 22,359 


17/57 




25,508 


831 


11 




1 


2 


27,449 


11/83 


4/01 


21,708 


304,085 


123,054 


55 


950 


2,336 


195 


452,383 


152/73 


95,806 




244,621 


43,893 


126 


1,272 


201 


26 


318,901 


186,250 


74,155 




613,647 


5,724 


96 


1,924 


3,845 


396 


647,866 


298,070 


95,251 




166/ IS 


6,462 


67 


4,253 


19 


123 


180,753 


160,399 


31,773 


71,017 


1/28,869 


179,133 


344 


8/99 


6,401 


740 


1,594,903 


797,292 


296/84 
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EXTENT OF LAND UNDER CROPS IN THE YEAR 1SS5. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 18S5. 



TABLE II.— SHOWING, BY COUNTIES AND PROVINCES, THE 

PRODUCE 





— 


0«A 




- 


Rje. 




— 




(y» «p 


Cwt. of 


Cwtl «i 


Crt of 


ClrtAOf 


Cwts. ol 




















ANTRIM, .... 


28,443 


1,181,022 


25,067 


14 


370 


33,047 


1,188 


Armagh, .... 


44,761 


603,789 


915 


96 


435 


6,378 


97 


Carlow, .... 


12,977 


294,479 


83,771 


20 








Cavan, .... 


1,756 


470,120 


832 


17 


783 


34 




Clare, .... 


22,103 


216,592 


12,909 


138 


7,870 


8,539 


10 


Cork 


161,936 


1,507,511 


309,279 


754 


1,661 


63 


101 


Donegal, .... 


3,891 


1,079,754 


16,311 


496 


6,039 


3,422 


950 


Daws, .... 


219, 3C9 


1,393,506 


5,836 


15 


1,376 


14,305 


2,425 


Dublin, .... 


96,726 


274,403 


38,133 


17 


518 


139 


898 


Fermanagh, 


6,422 


223,105 


127 


109 


3,458 


353 


54 


Galway, .... 


25,280 


710,143 


73,307 


206 


16,758 


247 


1,051 


Kerry, .... 


15^05 


348,532 


62,164 


368 


3,599 


231 


89 


Kildare, .... 


23,453 


376,227 


217,808 


28 


2,778 


42 


86 


Kilkenny, .... 


73,629 


458,937 


221,262 


14 


17 




32 


King's, .... 


11,239 


328,631 


236,537 


335 


4£67 


318 


140 


Leitrim 


823 


143,150 


165 


61 


2,855 


28 




Limerick, .... 


45,743 


319,507 


21,885 


87 


287 


34 


45 


Londonderry, . 


17,307 


1,109,827 


34,915 


236 


7,897 


7,108 


370 


Longford, 


732 


192,568 


934 




1,766 


142 


232 


Louth and Drogheda, 
Comity of Town. 


23,633 


373,191 


248,803 


2S 


959 


1,527 


1,340 


Mato, .... 


11,338 


738,111 


10,951 


496 


27,890 


35 


104 


Meath 


18,482 


•H 4,351 


13,034 


45 


947 


112 


226 


Monaghan, 


5,237 


477,609 


11,039 


116 


877 


645 


91 


Queen’s, .... 


6,595 


316,522 


314,144 


70 


66 






Roscommon, 


3,023 


323,278 


1,657 


69 


7,199 


18 




Sligo, .... 


4,317 


360,482 


9,628 


12 


2,786 


35 


21 


TiPPERART, . . 


74,268 


758,929 


314^27 


467 


619 


74 


32 


Tyrone, .... 


14,791 


1,272^27 


359 


84 


2,638 


1,415 


45 


W ATEHJORD, . . 


29,901 


461,343 


18,162 




210 


13 


75 


Westmeath, . 


824 


291,710 


2,844 


56 


950 






Wexford, 


69,070 


660,383 


562,849 




307 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 188S. 



OBSERVATIONS 



OF THE 

DISTRICT INSPECTORS OF THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY AND OF 
THE SERGEANTS OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, 



WHO ACTED AS SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, 

In Reply to a Circular dated October 31st, 1885, on the Probable Cause to which the Good 
or Bad Yield of the Various Crops in each of their Districts may be attributed. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 

Peoytkck of Carlow County. Bagenahtovm D. — The harvest owing to the dry season setting in immediately after 
Lbissier. jj as i, ecn a very good one in this district. There was their being sown, 
some difficulty in. saving oats and late meadows, owing 

to the heavy rainfall However, the turnip crop was Kildare County. Athy J ). — As regards this dis- 
much improved by the rain which came late in sum- trict wheat is not grown to any extent. Oats was a 
mer. The prices of all agricultural produce rate low good average crop, the growing season being favour- 
this season in this district. Carlow D. — As far as I able Barley, fair average crop ; good season. Potatoes, 
can ascertain the rates of produce of the different crops good crop, season being favourable ; champions are 
in this district are good and up to the average, which those principally grown. Turnips, average crop. Hay 
I attribute to the favourable season and to cai-eful cul- a good crop; the new meadows were under average, 
tivation. hut old meadows good ; rain came too late for new 

meadows. Above are principal crops grown in this 
Dublin County. Cloutar/D. — With reference to distinct. Kildare D. — Ci-ops average. Potatoes 

the inferior yield of the crops, generally, I am of the rather light. Naas D. — The yield of the various crops 

opinion that it is attributable to the season having been this year throughout this district was very fair indeed, 

excessively wet. College-street D. — The rates of pro- Hay crops were good, and were generally saved in 

duce are not up to lust year’s returns. The cause at- good order. Corn crops were very fail', but wet and 

tributed is tho very dry summer this year. Dundrum unfavourable weather during the harvest time did 

D . — The yield of crops vaiies considerably in different them a great amount of damage. Potatoes are good, 

pm-ts of this district, according to the nature of the soil, and root crops average. Pi'ices for all kinds of pro- 

which is in some places good, in others light and un- duce are low. Roberrtstown D. — The crops in this dis 

fruitful, cold, wet, and boggy. In the Dundrum trict are of more than average produce and condition, 
Division the potato crop is good, the yield being which is to be attributed to the seasonable weather 
abundant, with no unsoundness. Oats — a fair average which attended them all along, 
crop ; wheat — middling, also barley. These latter 

were much damaged on some farms by wet and un- Kilkenny County. Callan D. — The crops this 
favourable weather setting in hefoi-e they were cut and year appear to be above the average yield, arising from 
gathered in. The hay is a good crop. In the Bally- the dryness of the spi'ing, and opportunity afforded of 
brack sub-disti-ict wheat and barley were good. Oats gathering harvest in fine weather. Castlecomer D. — 
an indifferent crop in consequence of lightness of soil. Hay, particularly first and second crop, was a fairly 
Rather a failure in potatoes. Turnips bad, injured by heavy crop, and well saved. Meadow hay, although 
fly. Hay indifferent. Same remarks apply in regard well saved, was, in many instances, a light crop, owing 
to Cabinteely sub-district In the Coi’ballis sub-dis- to the dryness and harshness of the months of April, 
trict all the crops were good, except turnips, which May, and pai-t of June. Mangolds wei’e a compare- 
were injured by the fly. Tn Gflancullen Division the tively fair crop ; but turnips were much under the 
crops are generally bad. Wet mountain land. In axerage yield, owing to want of rain during months 
Bathfarnham Division the crops are generally good of July and August. Iu some cases the tux-nip seed 
this year. From Rathmichael the crops are reported did not germinate fox- six weeks after being sown, 
as only middling, piercing winds being prevalent in owing to lack of moisture. Potatoes, good in quality, 
spring, and cold rains falling in May and June. From but considerably below the yield of 1884 in quantity, 
TaUaght the crops are reported as generally fair. And attributable to the sevexity of the spring and early 

from Whitechurch — hay a good crop, cereals not so summer. Oats and barley were both an average crop, 

good, harvest late, and weather unfavourable ; potatoes but in some places light in the ear. During the 

very fair. With regard to the turnip crop, nearly all months of April, May, and beginning of June the 

the early sown was destroyed by the green fly. Kings- weather was dry, with harsh north and east winds, 
town. D. — Fron inquiries made by the enumerators with frequent frosts, thereby greatly retarding vegeta- 
from the resident gentry and intelligent farmers in my tion generally. Johnstonm D. — The yield of the 
district, I find they have no complaint of any crop, vaiious crops in the sevei’al electoral divisions in this 
except that the turnip crop is not up to the general district was fair, and fully up to the average of former 
average, which is attributed to the dry season. Lucan years — in some places the crops, potatoes and barley 
D.— No doubt the variable and somewhat stormy especially, were excellent, this is generally attributed 
weather at harvest time, reduced the quality and to the mild season, warm weather and moderate rain, 
quantity of the cereals. Hay did not suffer much in which favoured the growth of all crops. The turnip 
this district, except in the poorer and later lands about crop is not so productive, owing to the ravages the 
Brittas, where the cereals suffered greatly. Potatoes seeds sustained by the crows after being sowed, and 
are an unusually good crop. Rathmines D. — I beg cabbages were transplanted in the drills where the 

to report that the yield in the electoral divisions of turnips “missed." Kilkenny D. I have madeper- 

my district are of an average character with that of sonal inquiry from competent persons, and they agree 
last year, only turnips, which are below the average, in saying that there was an average crop all round in 
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this district this year. PUltown D. — The harvest has 
been good all round ; the crops of hay, oats, and pota- 
toes being especially fine, which is to be attributed to 
the favourable state of weather during past year. 
Thomastoion D. — I consider that the fine dry summer 
has had a most beneficial effect on the hay and com 
crops, the former being well and easily saved. Want 
of rain in the early part of the summer has had a bad 
effect on turnips and such crops, as it came too late to 
be of much use. 

Kixg’s County. Edenderry D. — There was a bad 
yield of potatoes and other crops in boggy land, in 
consequence of the early part of the season being dry, 
and succeeded by a frost, which greatly injured the 
growth. There was a good yield in the upland, attri- 
butable, I believe, to the fact that the frost had little 
or no effect on such crops. Ferbane D. — 1 beg to 
state that all crops, with the exception of barley, were 
below the average. The bad yield of the various crops 
may be attributed to the late spring, a too dry 
summer, and a wet harvest, accompanied by a frost 
early in August. Parsonstown D. — The bad yield of 
crops in this district is attributable to the wet months 
of August and September. Shinrone D. — As regards 
the yield of crops this year, that of oats, barley, ifcc., 
is very fail - , owing to earlier rains and subsequent 
dry, hot weather. Green crops did not yield so well, 
as the summer heat affected them considerably. Tbe 
potato crop, however, is fairly up to the average. Tulin- 
more D. — The barley crop, as well as the “ champion" 
potato crop, were far above the average, a fact entirely 
attributed to the very dry summer. There has been 
a falling off in all other cereal and root crops, which is 
attributed to the same cause, the heat and drought 
being considered as detrimental to the latter as it is 
advantageous to the former. 

Lo.vgfoed County. Bally malion D. — The crops in 
this district have been fairly good. Hay is very plen- 
tiful, owing to the seasons being propitious both for 
growth and saving. Oats is also above the average 
crop, due to the same cause. Turnips have in some 
parts been more or less of a failure, but I have seen 
good crops also. The potato crop, though free from 
disease, is not very abundant. Granard D. — The fan- 
average crop of potatoes and oats, which are the prin 
cipal crops in this district, I attribute to the season- 
able rain in May, and a favourable summer and 
harvest. Longford, D. — I have to report that, unless 
hay, oats, and turnips, the crops in this district nearly 
average that of last year. The diminution in the crops 
named is due to the very dry summer, and, were it 
not for the rain in the latter part of the season, they 
would have been much worse. 

Louth Couxty. Ardee D. — Hay and turnips are 
a light crop in this district, caused by the dry season. 
The other crops are a fair average. Dundalk D. — 
The crops in this district are quite up to the average 
this year, owing to good cultivation and favourable 
weather. Dunleer D. — The grain crop was bad this 
season, owing to the want of rain in the summer. 
Turnips, mangold, &a, crops bad, owing to want of 
ram after sowing, and to cold and frosty autumn 
weather. Hay good, owing to favourable season. 
Potatoes fail- average ; not so good as last year ; attri- 
butable to dry summer. 

Meath County. Alhboy D. — The general good 
yield of potatoes, turnips, mangolds, and, in fact, all 
root crops, was owing to the favourable weather in 
months of June and July. The oat crop cannot be 
considered good, though it promised well until the 
harvest, when there came too much rain for the farmer 
to save it properly. Hay was generally light, owing 
to the late spring. Dunshaughlin D. — The crops in 
this district are well up to the average. Hay extra 
good. Oats gave great promise, but were generally 
asved m wet weather, which will require them to be 
*ept longer than usual Kells D. — Potatoes are con- 



sidered a good crop, owing to favourable weather and PaovmcBor 
the absence of blight. Oats and flax are also good Lbixsim. 

crops, which is attributed to the favourable weather in 

summer and the first months of autumn. Turnips and 
mangolds are not considered good crops, and the fact 
of then- not being so is attributed to the continuous 
drought in the summer months. Kavan D . — The 
green crops this year have been fairly good, inclu ding 
the potatoes. The com crops have been light, owing 
to the dryness of the summer. Blanc D . — The gene- 
ral yield of the various crops in this district has been 
satisfactory. The hay was, on the whole, plentiful, 
and very well saved, as also oats — the two chief things 
grown in this part of the country. The turnip crop 
has been light, and its failure has been attributed by 
some to the exceedingly dry summer, by others to 
some insect or maggot which ate the seed before it 
grew. Potatoes were good, and little or no disease 
has been seen. Trim D . — With regard to the various 
yields of crops in this district during the year, owing 
to the dry season in May, the hay, potato, and turnip 
crops are not so good this year. Oats, too, have 
suffered from the same cause, although all crops have 
been well saved. 



Queen’s County. Abbey/eix D . — There is a de- 
crease in all crops in this district, save hay. Cereal 
and root crops are decreased 20 per cent, on former 
years, in consequence of the drought in J une, July, and 
August, and frost which came in June aud August of 
this season. Hay was a good crop, over the average 
of last year, owing to the rains wliich came in April 
and May last. Ballylinan D . — With reference to the 
yield of the various crops this year, it is quite up to 
the average and better saved, owing to the lengthened 
fine weather. Maryborough D . — None of the crops 
weie of so good yield as they otherwise would be 
owing to the incessant rains which fell when they 
were approaching maturity. The hay, although a good 
average, suffered much in the saving of it, and the com 
of all descriptions was veiy much damaged in quality 
when compared with that of a dry season. The only 
crops that were least damaged were turnips, mangolds, 
£c. Mountrath D . — The crops both of hay, corn, and 
potatoes' have been inferior to the average in this dis- 
trict daring the current year. Early in the season 
the weather was favourable, and there seemed a pro- 
mise of a good crop of both hay and corn. When the 
hay had been cut, it was in many cases spoiled before 
it could be saved. The same remark applies to the 
com, which was in many cases entirely destroyed by 
the wet autumn weather before it could be saved. 
The result of the potato crop has likewise been bad, 
the unusually wet autumn weather having done much 
damage. 

Westmeath County. BaHynacairigy D . — I consider 
that the very dry weather in the months of June and 
July caused the hay crop to be lighter this year than 
last. The potatoes and turnips were also affected by 
the same cause, and these crops are not as good this 
year as last. The oats in this district is fairly good. 
Castlepollarcl D . — All the crops in this district are 
good in conesequence of the favourable season. The 
turnip crop in some instances was injured by the fly 
and had to be re-sown. Detain D . — All the crops 
were of average goodness this year, but the season 
was late and in some cases crops were damaged by 
bad weather during the later harvest Crops of oats 
were good. Potatoes in some instances showed 
disease, but not to a great extent, and it seems the 
general opinion that the Scotch Champion strain is 
deteriorating, and that some change would be advis- 
able. Hay was up to the average, and root crops 
showing themselves fairly well, but very late, especially 
where late sowing was made. Kilbeggan D . — I beg 
to state that all the crops in this district may be con- 
sidered as of fair average, which is attributable to the 
past favourable season. Moats D . — The yield this 
year is above the average, which may be attributed to 
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the favourable weather in the early part of the year. 
Mullingar B . — The yield of the various crops this 
season has been above the average of recent years. I 
do not think this is to be ascribed to any local or 
special causes — the favourable weather seems to 
account entirely for it. 

Wexford County. Enniscorthy D . — The yield in 
all crops was a very fan- average this year. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the middle and latter end of Septem- 
ber were unfavourable for harvest operations, the 
result being that much late oats was shed, and Late 
barley is a very indifferent sample. A thrifty habit 
prevails in some parts of this county, and wherever 
practised in Ireland this year it met its reward. That 
habit is early sowing. Many of the Wexford farmers 
sow them oats in harvest, and all other crops at the 
earliest possible moment : the result is early ripening 
and an increased yield. In such eases, too, the crops 
are saved and secured before the critical period of the 
equinoctial gales, while the late planter has to depend 
on the chance of fine weather at the turn of the year, 
and he is generally disappointed, while he has to 
expend far more time and labour in endeavouring to 
hold his harvest. It appears that in farming, as in all 
other operations, “ the early bird has the early worm.” 
Gorcy D . — The crops of this district have been this 
year good on the whole. Part of the summer was 
rather dry, hut the hay crop had sufficient moisture to 
be a full average, or perhaps more, yet the dry weather 
was calculated to produce an excellent crop of potatoes, 
and the digging of this crop now in progress proves that 
it is good in all respects. As much the largest portion 
of this county is grass land, the two crops named are of 
the greatest importance to the people. Corn is a fair 
crop. Notwithstanding the general abundance of 
farm produce, the very exceptionally low price of 
everything produced directly and indirectly by the 
land, has caused this to be a disastrous season for the 
farmer. There is no single article produced by him 
that is saleable at a price to give profit ; cattle and 
sheep, both store and fat, are nearly 40 per cent, lower 
than a few years ago ; butter and grain of all kinds are 



all low also. There is a good deal of land badly 
managed and could be made to yield larger returns 
but people seem to find it difficult to learn new ways of 
managing their land. New Ross D . — The yield of the 
grain crop would have been much better but for a good 
deal of wet weather during harvest-time ; on the whole 
the crop was fair. The potatoes and turnips were verv 
fair, the weather being more favourable for them. 
Taghmon D. — The crops were generally poor for the 
following reasons : — Wheat suffered from cold nights 
in April and May ; barley and oats suffered a little 
from blight; potatoes blighted by the very wet harvest" 
mangels twice sown and consequently late; turnips all 
top, spoiled by the wet weather. Other crops fairly 
good. Wexford D. — In my opinion there was a fair 

yield of the crops in this district. 

Wicklow County. Bray B — There was a fair 
average yield of such crops as are grown in this district 
this year, the weather on the whole being favourable 
for them. Bunlavin D . — The average yield of crops 
in this district this year was good, therefore I think no 
farther remarks could avail aught, but I may say I 
personally spoke to an intelligent farmer who told me 
that only there was a good harvest there would be a 
famine, as there were no prices for cattle or, indeed, 
anything else. Tinahely l). — There was very little 
wheat planted in this district. Oats and barley were 
average crops, owing to the spring and harvest weather 
having been favourable for them. Potatoes good in 
quality but deficient in quantity in consequence of the 
harsh ;ind frosty weather that prevailed in the early 
part of the season, and also to farmers not changing 
seed — most of them have used their own seed for 
sevex-al years. Turnips and mangel wurzel deficient 
in quantity owing to the dry weather at sowing time. 
Hay a fair crop in consequence of an early growth in 
May and suitable weather for saving it in J uly and 
August. Wicklow D. — The plentiful crop of potatoes 
may be attributed to the comparatively dry season. 
Other crops are much as usual, but, owing to the dearth 
in the markets generally, are selling cheaper than in 
former years. 
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Clarf. County'. Ennis D . — There is a fair average 
yield of the various crops in this district this year, 
which I attribute to climatic influences. The 
principal portion of this district is under grass. Ennis- 
timon D . — The had yield in potatoes in some of the 
divisions in this district may be attributed to the fiosts 
in the month of May which retarded the growth. In 
some divisions the yield in oats, bai'Iey, turnips, man- 
golds, and cabbages is not as good as past year, owing 
to those crops not getting rain for a considerable time 
after the seeds were planted, and this caused some of 
the seeds not to grow. The good yield in hay in some 
divisions may be attributed to the fact that the months 
of June, July, and August were dry, which favoured 
the growth of the meadows in some of the divisions in 
this locality. KiUalot D . — The hay crop this year was 
very good, the weather being favourable. The yield 
of potatoes was not so good as last year, on account of 
the wet autumn — same with regard to the oat crop. 
Eilrush D . — Very little tillage is carried on in this 
district. The hay and potato crops have yielded very 
well this year, owing, no doubt, to the very favourable 
weather which we enjoyed during the season. Six- 
mile- bridge D.— The crops, generally, are up to the 
average in this district, with the exception of straw, 
which is generally short, owing to the dry weather 
which prevailed through the summer. Many of 
the farmers have considerably reduced the area under 
tillage, chiefly on account of the scarcity of labour, and 
this will account for a reduced supply of cereals. 
The hay is an exceptionally heavy crop, especially in 
the low-lying or corcass lands. Potatoes are a poor 
crop, and green crops generally are inferior, the spring 



was so cold and followed by a long dry summer. Where 
crops were sown late the result was better. Tulla 
B . — The yield of crops this year is about an average 
The potato crop is not so abundant as last season ; the 
farmers say the blight is not so prevalent, and that 
they are better for food. 

Cork County, E.lt. Ballincollig D . — The yield of the 
various crops this year was on an average fairly good, 
and cliat this is to be attributed to the fine weather of 
the summer months. Charleville D - — There is no- 
thing calling for special mention. The yield of the 
various crops has been generally good, owing to a 
favourable season. Cork , North, B . — The yield of 
crops this year was good, generally, which is attribut- 
able to the fine season. Cork, South, B . — There was 
a decrease in the average yield of wheat, oats, barley, 
and turnip crops, and an increase in the yield of the 
hay crop in this district for the past year. The heavy 
rainfall in the early part of the year, and the drought 
in the months of June and July are the reasons 
assigned for this occurrence. Potatoes and mangolds 
gave a good average return. Fermoy B . — The bad. 
yield of the green crops is to be attributed to the dry 
season. Kanturk B . — The general produce of the 
various crops is, in this locality, an average one. The 
different grain crops are rather below the average, 
which is attributed to an unfavourable season. Potatoes 
are good, the new seed impoi*ted a few years ago bring 
still healthy. Green crops are not very good. Fin - 
sale B . — There has been a very fair yield of all crops in 
this district. The hay and grain crops would have been 
more than an average were it notfor the great rains that 
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fell in the months of August and September, which 
reduced the yield and quality considerably. The green 
crops promise to turn out very fairly. Mallow D. — As 
the crops appear to have been of fair average throughout 
the country, I do not think that any particular circum- 
stances can be noticed. Middleton D. — The crops 
throughout the district have been on the average good. 
Barley is not good, as the wet weather came on and 
did much injury. Same may be said of oats and wheat, 
but in most cases where ordinary diligence was used 
the crops were well saved. Turnips affected by the 
early dry season. Potatoes abundant and good. 
Jfi tchelstoum D. — As a rule in this neighbourhood the 
crops have not been considered as good as last year, 
as the harvest weather was bad and damaged potatoes 
and com. Queenstown D. — The general yield of crops 
this year has been good, owing to seed operations having 
been commenced at the proper time, and also owing 
to the favourable weather, 'the potato crop bos been 
very good. Oats and barley were excellent, but 
suffered very much when cutting, owing to heavy rain. 
The hay crop suffered in some places, owing to the cby 
season. Youghal D. — The potato crop generally has 
been good throughout my district, but com, turnips, 
mangolds, and bay have not produced a fair average 
yield, owing, it is alleged, to the long summer drought. 
The com crops, too, suffered very much from the heavy 
rains which fell when they were being cut, so much 
so that, in some instances, the grain was observed to 
to have grown in the stooks. The dry weather was, 
it appears, favourable to the potato crop. 

Cork County, W.B. Bandon D . — The crops 
appear to be good in most places and have been well 
saved, but prices for all agricultural produce are 
extremely low, and as long as the country is dis- 
turbed by agitators, who have nothing to lose by 
agitation, and a cattle monopoly in the hands of cattle 
dealers, there is not much prospect of an improvement 
in agriculture. Bantry I). — I have been informed 
that the general good yield of crops is attributable to 
the general favourableness of the weather throughout 
the year. Castletown D. — The year got too advanced 
before any great force of vegetation set in, besides, 
the unusually cold month of May this year- caused 
almost all crops to yield a low figure, except green 
crops, which have proved an average. The land in 
this district is veiy light, mountainy, and poor, and it 
takes an exceptional year to agree with it. Artificial 
manure is not at all suited to produce a good and 
constant yield in thin locality. The champion 
potatoes are also degeneratine here. Clonakilty 1 ). — 
The yield as regards hay and potatoes was good in 
consequence of the favourable state of the weather in 
the early part of the season, but the grain crops, in 
consequence of wet weather setting in just at the 
time of reaping, were very much below the average. 
Bunmanway I). — With the exception of wheat, 
turnips, and potatoes, I consider the yield this year to 
be average with the previous one or two years. The 
wheat is considerably below average, caused by the 
extremely wet weather at harvest-time, by which a 
good deal of the crop was lost. The turnip crop is 
also below average, attributable to the very 
dry Bummer. On the other band, the potato crop 
is above average, which I consider may be attributed 
to complete use of champion seed and to the 
dryness of the summer. Macroom D. — The average 
produce in the several divisions of this district is 
somewhat better this year than last, and is mainly 
attributable to the mildness of the seedtime and 
trammer and dryness of the harvest, and in a less 
degree to the improved system of agriculture combined 
with care in the cultivation of the several crops. 
■None of the potatoes have blackened this year. 
alnbbereen U . — Potato crop is very good. Grain is a 
tam average. CropB generally good, but prices not 
for cattle. General depression in prices. 
o*uu D . — The crops in the several electoral divisions 



of this district are of a fair average this year. This Ppdvwckof 
may be attributed to the dryness of the season. Munster. 

Kerry County. Cahersiveen B. — Hay was not 
as heavy a crop this year as in 1884, but it is of better 
quality and better saved. Potatoes are a better 
crop this year than they were last, and are excellent 
as food. All other crops much the same as they were 
in 1884. I can assign no cause for the difference in 
quality and quantity except climatic reasons. Castle- 
island D. — In favourably-situated ports of this district 
the crops were generally above the average and 
superior in quality, which I attribute to the feet of 
the summer having been an exceptionally dry one. 

In the mountain portion crops were not so good, but 
excessive drought not suiting such lands will account 
for this Dingle D . — The average rates of produce 
this year are about the same as in former years, so 
far as wheat, turnip, and hay crops are concerned. 

The average of the oat crop is slightly better this year 
than it has been for the past three or four years, owing to 
the exceptionally dry and hot weather which we have 
had in the months of J une and July and part of August. 

The potato crop is not so good as it has been for the past 
four years, owing to the fact that no fresh seed was in- 
troduced into the district for the past four or five years. 

The old seed is fast deteriorating because of being sown 
year after year in the same land. Ken-mare D. — The 
Kenmare distinct is not agricultural — hay, oats, and 
potatoes are the principal crops. The yield of the 
two former is above the average on account of the fine 
summer. The potato crop is not up to the average. 

I can attribute no reason for this, but probably in the 
uplands it was caused by the dry summer. There is 
not much potato disease. Killarney D. — As fer as 
regards the crop in this district the yield lias been 
very fair this year. This may be attributed to the 
good weather. Killorglin D. — The summer was 
rather dry to produce an abundant crop in the elevated 
portions of this distinct, whereas in the valleys where 
deep rich loam exists the yield was in some instances 
most prolific. I consider the cause stated equally 
applies to all kinds of crops this season. Listowel D. 

— I beg to state that potatoes, oats, and bay are the 
only crops cultivated to any extent in this part of 
Kerry. The hay crop is good this year, it wet spring 
having favoured the growth of grass. Oats are below 
the average. Owing to the general coldness of the 
summer and a deficiency of rain at a critical jieriod 
the grain is small and not properly matured. The 
potato crop is below the overage. This is attributed 
to the cold wet spring, which delayed the sowing, and 
to late frosts in the month of May, which greatly 
injured early sown crops also. There was a want of 
rain at the time it was most required, and heavy rains 
subsequently came too late and were injurious. 

Tralee D. — The crops were better than average in this 
district, owing, I should say, to the favourable weather 
we have had. 

Limerick County. Adure B. — The produce is 
somewhat above the average this year in all crops. 

The weather was very favourable for putting down 
the various seeds and for the most part for saving the 
produce, with the exception of oats, which suffered 
somewhat from wet when cut. Bruff B. — The only 
cause that can be shown for good or bad crops and 
produce is the nature of the climate at that season of 
the year when crops will be best served in having 
either moist or dry weather and vice versd- Kilfinane 
B. — The good yield in the crops this year is owing to 
the weather having been so very fine and genial 
during the spring and summer and aut umn , limerick 
(City) B. — The crops are a very feir average this year, 
attributable no doubt to the weather we have had 
both in spring and summer. Lirne/rick (Rural) B. — 

The hay crop is a good one, but a good deal of it was 
damaged owing to heavy rain, and it is now selling ai 
a very low rate. The potato crop is good, but turnips 
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Provixob of are not up to the average owing to dryness in the 
Munstbr. early season. Oats are plentiful and the grain good. 

Wheat very little grown in this neighbourhood. 
Newcastle D . — The crops this year were not so good 
as in former years owing to the rather unfavourable 
season — too much rain. New Pallas D . — Owing to 
the dry .and favourable season the yield of all kinds 
of crops in this district has been fair except turnips 
and mangel wurzel. These crops, especially the 
turnip, were, owing to the diyness of the soil at the 
time of sowing, a poor crop. The fly affected the 
turnip crop much in this locality. Rathkeale D . — 
The yield of the various crops in the electoral 
divisions of Askeaton east, Askeaton west, Nantinon, 
and Lismakeery was good this year-, and the cause 
is attributed to the veiy fine spring and summer 
weather. The same remarks apply to all this district, 
except that in the neighbourhood of Rathkeale, which 
is a limestone locality, straw was short but the 
grain good. Potatoes, turnips, and bay turned out 
very well. 

Tippeeary County, N.R. Borrisokane, D . — There 
is a bad yield in late corn which was cut in wet 
weather. In some instances it even germinated after 
being cut. About here the crops are up to the average, 
but prices low. Nerngh D . — The yield of all crops, 
except potatoes, was well up to a fair average of pre- 
ceding years. The falling oft* in the potato crop, 
principally champions, is attributed to the gradual 
and natural deterioration of the seed from being con- 
tinually sown in the same lands. Newport D . — I am 
informed that there is a decrease in the produce of 
crops which is attributed to the wet harvest. The hay 
in this district is considered a fair crop. Roscrea D. 
— Crops show a fair average, with the exception of 
the cabbage crop, which appears to be larger than 
usual, owing, I believe, to the system that farmers are 
now adopting of growing cabbage more extensively for 
feeding purposes. Potatoes(champions)yieldedasuialler 
return than heretofore : this is caused, I understand, 
by farmers using as seed the potatoes grown on same 
farm. Templemore D . — The crops of all sorts u fiord ed 
a very average yield, but the inopportune rain some- 
what damaged late crops of grain. The potatoes in 
every direction are very good, and no sign of disease 
in that crop has appeared. Where the various rates of 
produce are apparently low, the cause may be attri- 
buted to the inferior quality of the land. Thurles D. 
—The potato crop is good this year, and so is the 
hay, but the grain crops are below the average of other 
years on account of the veiy wet harvest. The turnip 
crop is not as good as was expected, which may be 
attributable to the extremely hot weather when the 
seed was co ming up. 



Tippf.raryCouxty,S.R. Bdlynonty D . — I attribute 
the bad yield of the present year’s crops to the un- 
favourable season, the early spring being veiy wet 
retarded farming operations, followed by several dry- 
months, which had an injurious effect ou crops in 
general. Colter D . — The wheat crop, although small 
in the grain, was fairly plentiful ; this was due to a 
rainy summer, followed by heat, too late to affect the 
croj). The potato crop is quite as plentiful as last 
year, but not so large in bulk, due to want of con- 
tinuous warm weather. The root crop, however, from 
the wet autumn is well up to the average. Carrick- 
on-Suir D . — The past harvest seems generally to have 
been veiy good, owing, no doubt, to the favourable 
season. Some late hay and also some corn were 
injured by the amount of rain which fell during 
month of September. Cashel D . — The harvest in this 
district may be considered a fair- average oue, with 
perhaps the exception of wheat, of which, however 
little was grown. The quality of the corn crop was 
in many instances bad, owing to the heavy rains imme- 
diately after cutting. Root crops, fair ; potatoes, good. 
Farmers of recent years have learned the advantage of 
setting good new seed. Yield excellent, aud remark- 
ably free from disease. Clonmel D . — Taken as a whole, 
the harvest in this district lias been a fairly good one. 
The hay is not so good as last year, as when it was 
being saved the weather became very inclement. In 
quantity, however, it was a good crop. Duudrum D. 
— The good yield of all crops this season is owing to 
the very fine spring, which allowed the land to be tilled 
well without difficulty, and the hot summer weather, 
which encouraged growth, more particularly of the hay 
crop and cats. No disease of any kind appeared in 
the crops during the season. Tipperary D . — The yield 
of all the crops throughout this district has been very 
good this year. The hay crop was exceptionally good. 
This is to be attributed to the veiy favourable weather. 

Waterford County. Cappoquin D . — There has 
been a slight falling-off in the produce of crops in 
general this season, and I attribute this to the 
drought in the early part and excessive moisture in 
the latter part of the season. Jhingarvan D . — The 
only crops under the average ore hay and turnips, 
which is altogether owing to the dry season in early 
part of summer. All the other crops are of fair 
average, and require no remarks. Portlaw D . — The 
yield in all the crops is very fair, with the exception 
of turnips, which is below' the average, owing to the 
dry season after sowing. The grain crop suffered at 
time of ripening from the heavy rains, and was saved 
with great difficulty and additional expense for labour, 
Waterford D. — There was a fair average return for 
all crops this year, so far as my district is concerned. 
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Antrim County. Antrim D . — The potato crop is 
above the average yield, owing to the favourable 
seasons for getting it in. The oat and hay crops and 
turnip crop are not so good, being below the average 
yield in quantity, but the quality is good, owing to 
the very dry su mm er. Ballymena D . — The potato 
crop this year is excellent. The oat crop is good, 
and, generally speaking, the harvest is a good one. 
The good weather is, 1 should say, the cause of the 
abundant crops. Ballymoney B . — The potato crop is 
considerably above the average yield in this district 
for the present year, owing, it is believed, to the 
favourable state of the weather, dryness of season, <tc. 
The other ciops are much the same as last year. 
Belfast South D . — The good yield this year is attri- 
butable to the fine, dry summer and autumn. 
Carrickfergut D . — The yield in the crops is somewhat 
better than last year in this district, owing to the 
springtime being more favourable for the crops than 
it was last year. Glenarm D . — The only grain 
crop in this district is oats. All others so trifling and 
far between not worth alluding to. The oat crop has 



turned out at least an average crop, notwithstanding 
the very had weather prevailing for the last six weeks, 
and the difficulty after cutting of saving. Beans— 
the next staple crop of the locality — very short in 
quantity — in many places scarcely worth gathering. 
This difficulty was caused by the dry, harsh weather, 
when pod was forming. Potatoes, on the whole, 
fully an average crop. Turnips not up to the average 
— sufficient number, but bulbs very small from un- 
suitable weatheiv Hay a good crop. The low prices 
and great difficulty in selling store cattle and sheep 
make it a very anxious time for the poor farmers in 
this generally mountainous district. No- price for 
grain either. With regret, I say, I fear they have a 
very difficult time before them. But I am happy 
say there is no absolute poverty in this locality, as » 
good deal of trade exists in iron ore and lime, which 
abound here, and which give a considerable amount or 
employment to men and horses. Lisburn D.—fA 
round the crops in this district have been productive, 
especially the potatoes, which is attributable to the 
exceptionally dry season in the early period. 
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Ajauon County. Armagh D. — The potato crop 
■would appear to have been exceptionably good this 
year in consequence of the disease not having made 
its appearance. The hay crop appeal's light on account 
of the dry summer, and the greater part of the hay 
having grown on upland oi' high ground. The oat 
crop also appeal's light from the same cause, lurgan 
The good yield of potatoes and hay is owing to 
the dry summer, which has had a contrary influence 
on the root crops, oats, «fcc. Seicry D. — There are 
good crops of oats, flax, and potatoes this year. Hay 
is light, owing to the dry summer, but of good quality. 
On the whole, the season has been a favourable one for 
general crops. Neictoioahamilton D. — There has been 
a good average yield in all crops in this district, owing 
principally to a dry summer, which was favourable to 
a mountainous district. Portadown D. — The large 
yield of the various crops in this district (with the 
exception of turnips, which is nearly a total failure), 
is attributable to the tine summer and harvest weather. 
The turnip crop has suffered from the extreme dryness 
of the weather in the months of Slay and June last. 
The juices of all kinds of produce in this district are 
extremely low. 

Cavan County. BailieborougJi D. — Potatoes and 
flax yielded well this year, especially the former, which 
is attributed to the dry summer. Hay, oats, and 
turnips were below the average, owing partly to dry 
season. Cabbage a fair yield. These are the prin- 
cipal crops produced in this district. Ballyjamesduff 
D. — The potatoes are a good crop this year, and are 
free from disease. Oats turned out to be a fair crop 
— so did flax. Hay turned out much better than 
was anticipated, and there is an ample sujxply in the 
district. Cabbage always grows well in Cavan, the 
laud being so damp. There is scarcely any wheat, 
barley, bere, rye, vetches, beans, or peas in this dis- 
trict, and very little parsnips or carrots, except in 
gardens. Mangolds are a fair crop, but turnips are 
not, chiefly occasioned, I think, by the early part of 
the season being so dry. This dryness was advan- 
tageous for potatoes. It may not be amiss to remark 
that the long drought enabled a large quantity of turf 
to be saved, and this, with the good yield of potatoes, 
will, it is expected, contribute to the comfort of the 
poor during the coming winter-. Cavan D . — The 
potato crop appears to be very good this year ; the 
oats looked well up to harvest, but much of it was 
spoiled by wet, and it is threshing out badly. Flax, 
of which there was much sown, is the best, in fact 
nearly the only paying crop. The fanners generally 
are paying much more attention to the cultivation of 
their land. Killeshandra D. — I am of opinion that 
the crops of potatoes and flax in this district are this 
year far above the average, both in quantity and 
quality, and this fact is no doubt attributable to the 
fine weather which prevailed during the months of 
June, July, and August. The crop of oats is fair, and 
bad it not been for the wet weather during the months 
of September and October would have been a very 
good crop. The other crops, such as turnips, man- 
golds, die., are about the average yield. Swanlinbar D. 
— I really know very little about this subject, and 
opinions vary even amongst the farmers. The potato 
crop, I should think, is as good as usual all round in 
this neighbourhood, but certainly not better. The 
cats, which is almost the only grain grown, was vexy 
much injured by the heavy rain in the month of Sep- 
tember, and is, for the most part, of inferior quality j 
and the yield is not so good as usual. 

Count r Donegal. Ardara D. — The very fair pro- 
duce of crops this season is to be attributed to the 
exceptionally warm summer we have had. Bally- 
tharmon. D. — All the crops in this district were good 
this year. Bnncrana D. — Potatoes are above the 
average in size and yield, owing to the dry season. 
Cwing to dryness, which was favourable to the potato 
crop, turnips are below the average ; oats, although a 



fair crop, are short in the straw. Dunfanaghy D ~ — PaomcBOP 

The crops in this district have been average in quantity Clsteb. 

and quality. Cereal crops are perhaps a little behind, — 

owing to the unfavourable spring and summer, but 

have been well saved. Bunglow D. — I beg to state 

that, in my opinion, the comparatively small yield of 

the crops in this district for the past season has been 

due to the exceptionally stormy weather that prevailed 

duiing the month of September, which, as regards the 

oat crop, to a large extent scattered the grain. The 

hay, I believe, has grown well here this year. The 

potatoes, though small, are fairly plentiful in this 

district. Letterkenny D. — The potato crop was exceed- 

ingly good and plentiful, owing to the dry season ; and 

for the same reason the oat crop was rather deficient and 

short in the straw. These ax-e the pi'ineipal, if not 

the only, crops in this neighbourhood. J foville D . — 

The yield of produce this year has been fair, of jiotatoes 
more than aix average crop. The oat crop, too, was 
fairly good, but a considerable quantity was injured 
by the wet harvest. Raphoe D. — The crops in this 
district were, on the whole, above the average this 
year. The potato cx-op was excellent, the roots being 
abundant, and of the best possible description, having 
suffered little, if anything, from the blight. The com 
cx'ojx was good, but, owing to the wet harvest, it was badly 
saved ; the straw, too, is short. This is duo to the 
dry summer. The flax crop was good. The turnip 
crop was not good — owing to the dry weather in 
some places it failed altogether', and had to be sowed 
a second time. The hay crop was also rather light, 
owing to the drought, but it was well saved, and is 
of good quality. RuthmuUan D.— The average yield 
of the crops this season is fair; potatoes very fair. 

The only defective crop seems to be the oat one, which 
is light. The cause of the general good vield is the 
fine early and middle summer weather ; but the latter 
end of it being wet and stormy caused a bad yield of oats. 

Down County. Banbridge D. — The crops gene- 
rally in this district have been up to and beyond the 
average yield. The jxotato, oat, and hay crops have 
been remarkably good, and no blight apparent in the 
first named. Any deficiency in length of straw in the 
two latter cases have been, in my opinion, compen- 
sated by a more abundant crop than usual. The 
deficiency alluded to was chiefly due to want of rain 
in the latter part of the spring and beginning of 
summer, and to this cause also may he attributed a 
failure in some cases of the turnip crop. Flax was 
largely sown in this district, and promised well, but 
as it is a crop that essentially requires what is called 
“ a dropping season ” or showery weather, it suffered 
considerably from the prolonged dry weather. With 
this exception I may say all green crops have been 
decidedly good, if not abundant Downpatrick D. — 

The yield of potato crop here has been good. Cause : 
dry summer, moist in early part of autumn, and ab- 
sence of blight Hay bad. Cause : cold spring and 
dry summer j same cause for bad yield of oats and 
fl ay, Wet summers benefit all kinds of crops in 
this locality. The land is generally rich, and consists 
of small bills and vales. Nearly all kinds of crop 
have been an average here — potatoes above the 
average. Newtcnonards D. — The crops in this district 
were all of a fair average produce, exxept the hay 
crop, which generally throughout the Ards district 
was light and below an average. The potato crop 
has turned out a splendid one, the best, I should say, 
for many years, and the tubers sound — scarcely any 
disease or blight — produce and quality very good. 

Flax has been sown to a limited extent, a less acreage 
than 1 884, and the crop generally a poor one. The 
com crops, generally speaking, were fairly up to an 
average, but uhe weather was very bad at the time of 
in-gathering, and a good deal of com, wheat especially, 
suffered considerable damage in consequence. Wheat 
and oats are the principal com crops : barley very 
little grown. Rathfryland D. — The crops in this dis- 
trict for the past season has been more or less good. 
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There has been a very good potato crop — no sign of 
disease. The flax crop has, perhaps owing to drought, 
been short on high lying-lands, but in the scutching 
it has yielded pretty well. Turnip crop good. Hay 
a little short and thin, owing to drought. A good 
quantity of oats, but straw rather short. There is 
very little wheat grown in thiB distinct, but what 
there is is of average quality. 

Fermanagh County. Derrygonnelly D .— The 
harvest of 18S5 in this district has been, on the 
whole, rather favourable, and up to a fair average. 
The potato crop has been abundant and generally 
of good quality, and the . blight has not appeared to 
any extent. Cereals are fair, oats especially giving a 
good return. The hay crop has been of very good 
quality, though a little light. Turnips are not much 
cultivated in this part of the country, hut those who 
have sown them are satisfied with the result. Ennis- 
killen D . — I beg lo report with regard to the crops 
that the hay, potato, and turnip crops are very good 
this year, the hay especially, which is owing to the 
"ood ' weather in the beginning ancl middle of the 
season. The oat crop is bad on account of the great 
quantity of rain which fell at the end of the season, 
and which prevented farmers from getting it in. On the 
whole, it is a very good season. Kesh D. — The bay 
crop is light in consequence of the absence of rain in 
the' spring and early summer. Probably from the 
game cause, and the absence of all disease, the potato 
crop is unusually good. Flax is above a fair average 
vicld. The difficulty of saving corn, in consequence 
c.f the verv wet harvest, has made all species of this 
crop of small produce this year. Green crops are below 
the average iu consequence of want of moisture in the 
summer. LianaskmD .-- The corps generally throng li out 
this district have been very good this season. Potatoes 
Verv good, averaging at least eight to twelve tons of 
Hound potatoes per Irish acre, and I have seen in some 
cases even a larger return. Hay above average, and 
of exceptional good quality. I consider the crop to 
have been nearly a quarter heavier than last year. 
Mangolds a fair average crop. Turnips slightly under 
average. Flax a very good crop, and of good 
quality. I saw myself flax grown by a fanner 
near hero cn not very good land yield ninety stone to 
the Irish acre — when scutched this flax was sold at 
7s. 9 d. per stone. Cabbage is only grown in this 
locality planted on the edges of potato ridges, <to., so 
that it is Lard to make a fail- estimate of the crop, 
hut it appears to have grown well this year. Oats 
is the only com crop sown here in any quantity. I 
consider it was a fair crop, but was somewhat damaged 
liv tbe stormy and wet harvest weather. On the 
whole, I think the farmers cannot complain this year 
of the crops. The difficulty with them is the low 
price of everything, particularly cattle and pigs. For 
young stock there is no demand at all, and the prices 
offered 40 per cent, at least under last year, and pork 
is at least 30 per cent, lower than last year. 

Londonderry County. Ooleraine D. — 1 beg to 
state that in this district the potato crop has been 
good. Owing to the want of rain at the earlier part 
of the year the com crop has not been good, being 
light and very short in the straw, a great part was 
badly saved. Turnips were very fair, turning out 
better than was expected. Limavady D. — In the 
several electoral divisions of this district the potato 
crop is very good, owing, I believe, to the dry sum- 
mer and to the fact that several new kinds of seed 
have been imported, the old and worn out kind 



having almost disappeared — certainly for the benefit 
of the country. Grain crops, as a general rule, are 
light, the dry weather setting in early checked the 
growth, except in veiy damp soil, where a fair crop 
exists. In mountain districts the grain crop is 
generally bad, owing to the wet and stormy weather 
setting in too early in the harvest season. Turnips 
and such like are not a good crop, owing to the great 
drought of May and Juue. Londonderry D . — There 
was an increase in this distinct this year in the yield 
of flax, oats, barley, and potatoes. This I attribute to 
the fineness of the summer, occasional showers when 
most required, and not too great heat. Mangolds 
were an average crop — the early rains prevented the 
crop being (as in the case of tlie turnips, which were 
planted much later) a total failure. The summer 
was rather dry for a heavy crop of hay, but what 
was saved early was very good. The heavy autumn 
rains seriously affected the saving of tlie cereal crop. 
Magherci/eU D . — There has been a slight increase in 
tlie yield of oats, turnips, and flax, which is attributed 
to the very dry season. The other crops are up to 
the average. 

Monaghan County. Carrichmacross D . — With the 
exception of a considerable increase in tlie potato 
crop, the others have in some instances considerably 
decreased in consequence of tlie dry season in the 
early part of the year. Clones L>. — There, was in 
this district a fair yield of the various crops, owing 
to, more or less, u favourable season. Monaghan L. 
— The good crop of potatoes is caused this year by 
the absence of blight. The oat crop was a little light 
owing to the dry summer. 

Tyrone County. Auyhnacloy D . — The culture o* 
the crops is more carefully attended to in this locality 
than in most parts of Ireland with which I am 
acquainted. Notwitnstanding the low average of 
heat this year the crops matured better and yielded 
more than was expected. Considering the amount of 
fruit, especially apples, grown in these counties 
(£4,000 having been paid last year to the Great 
Northern Railway for carriage), I would suggest the 
advisability of including this product and bees in the 
statistics Information ns to the means of storing 
fruit would be useful. Cookstown D . — There has 
beer, an increase in the produce of the potato crop, 
owing to the potato tops not having become affected 
with “blight" as in former years. In corn, flax, 
and other cereals the failure in produce was owing 
to the very severe rainy weather that characterized 
the harvest season. Dungannon D . — There was s 
good yield of crops generally in my district, par 
ticularly the potato crop, caused by the good weatbf 
this year. Where tlie harvest was late, the oats were 
soft from constant rain. Newtoicnstewart D . — Regarding 
the crops in this district, I beg to say that they have 
been generally very good this year, particularly oats, 
potatoes, hay, and flax. The dry summer had the 
effect of maturing the tubers of the potato crop, and 
it likewise had a good effect on the oats. Flax and 
hay also benefited from the same cause, and there 
was sufficient rain for the growth of both crops. 
Turnips are not so good, owing, I am informed b" 
farmers, not so much to tlie dryness of the season, a* 
to the fact that artificial manures are being too much 
used ; but their use cannot be avoided. Omagh D. 
— General fair average. Strabane D . — The potato 
crop here was a good one, owing to the absence of 
any disease and the favourable season. The other 
crops gave an average yield. 
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Galway County. Athenry — The average pro- 
duce this year is, in many respects, equal to that of 
last year. The oats crop is lighter in many instances, 
especially white oats, and all crops grown on sandy or 
light soil. This is attributable to the dry season. 
The potato is a fair average era)). Thu turnip is a 
fair crop. The eni-ly crop did well, but that sown late 
was destroyed by the fly, and consequently was a 
failure, liallinasloe D. — On the whole, the season may 
be regarded as an average one, but farmers complain 
of the low prices, and the evil effect of foreign competi- 
tion, owing to free trade. Clifden D. — I beg to say 
that the potato crop has been very bad this season in 
this part of the country, in consequence of the cold, 
wet seas ui, and the blight having set in earlier than 
usual. The grain crop is scarcely up to the average, 
as the harvest was wet and had for ripening. Cloonbur 
D . — The bad yield of the various crops in this district 
may be attributed to the rain, which is sometimes con- 
tinuous lor weeks. A fairly tine summer has rendered 
the potato crop a pretty good one. The people suffer 
greatly in their fanning operations here through the 
rain. Dunmore I). — The potato and turnip crops are 
said to be about average ones. Other crops generally 
not thought to be up to an average, and such is believed 
to be ntributable to a rather unfavourable season, and, 
also, to frequent and constant- tillage of old broken laud, 
instead of breaking new. Eyrecourt D . — The bad yield 
of the craps was caused by the uncertain shite of the 
weather during the growing months. I do not consider 
there has been in reality a bad yield, but the fanners 
consider so, owing to the low prices for anything. Gal- 
\cay D.-- The good yield of potatoes is attributable to 
the season being favourable for that ciop. The sum- 
mer season was not favourable to growth of oats, ire., 
owing to continued drought. The ear did not (ill well, 
and straw in consequence was short. Gorl £). — In 
most ca les the crops yielded well in this locality, chiefly 
owing to the dry season, with a moderate and sufficient 
amount of rain. Potato crop was particularly good. 
Turnips were good. Very little corn grown here, oats 
being the principal crop. They gave a very good yield, 
rains and line weather alternating so as to assure this 
result, and the weather holding favourable at harvest 
Bead/ord D . — The crops throughout this district, I 
am sorry to say, are not nearly so good as in past years. 
This is chiefly attributable to the had weather. Letter- 
fradt D . — In consequence of the wetness of the season 
a great part of the potato crop has been affected with 
the blight. The yield of the oats crop, for the same 
reason, is very small. Loughrea D. — As a general 
rule, the crops are good. For instance, it has been re- 
presented to me, that the potato crop this year is the 
best tliat has been known in this locality within the 
past ten years, and have been sold, in Loughrea market, 
for 2 Jf/. per stone, within the past fortnight. The 
yield of the oats is considered about the same as last 
year and hay is something better. Turnips and man- 
golds are also good, being about the same yield as last 
year. The favourable weather of the summer and* 
autumn months for crops generally, is given as the 
cause of the good produce this year. Moylough D. — 

The crops of all hinds in this district this year have 
produced a fair average yield. The weather was, on 
the whole, favourable for the growth and saving of the 
crops, save as regards late mead owing and oats, and 
these suffered more or less through rain setting in be- 
fore they were tit for cutting. 0 tighter ard D. — The 
crops this year in this district were very fair. The 
early part is favourable. Hay and turf is a good crop. 
The latter part of the season, for harvesting, was wet 
and rough weather, and the grain crops were gathered 
with difficulty. The potatoes also suffered from the 
wet ; and, whilst not so good as during the past few 
years, they appear a fair crop. Turnips and cabbage 
are very good. Porlumna D . — With reference to the 
bad hay harvest in this district, I would attribute it to 
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the indolence of the small fanners, and their neglect 
in leaving the hay too long on the ground. There was 
plenty of fine weather, and at the right season, but 
they lost their opportunity. As regard’s oats, thev are 
generally of a bad class, and were spoiled by the high 
winds which prevailed before they ripened, and by 
which they were beaten to the ground. Eoundstone D. 
—The potatoes— the principal crop in this locality— is 
not considered equal to last year ; and the reason as- 
signed by those of whom inquiry was made, is that the 
season was too dry in July, and too much rain fell 
further on in the season, causing a second growth, and 
the blight coming on before the tuber was fairly 
matured, caused the deterioration. Spit! die D. — Owing 
to the early part of the season coming in so dry, the 
potato crop in tliis district did not do as well as was 
expected. It also affected the grain crop, und the latter 
part of the harvest came on stormy and wet. which 
contributed very much to the bad yield of the various 
crops in this district Tuarn D . — The cause of the 
potato and com crops of the present year being not so 
good as those of the previous year was, in my opinion, 
the length of dry weather in Hay and June, which 
prevented the crops making an early start. 
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Leitrim County. BaUinamore D. — Potatoes, oats, 
and hay are the principal crops grown in this district. 
The potato crop is a productive one this year, as when 
set the ground was dry and continued so until the seed 
began to grow, so that none of them rotted ; and do 
blight having set in this year, the crop continued to 
grow until it came to maturity. The oat crop Las also 
been productive, on the account of the dry spring and 
early summer, but a good deal of it has been injured 
and badly saved, on account of the heavy rain in the 
month of September. The hay crop is not so pro- 
ductive, on account of the sharp frosts in May and 
June, which kept back its growth in the early pure of 
the season. Carrick-on-Shannon D . — Crops in general 
are very good this year, which I attribute to the very 
exceptionable weather experienced during last summer 
and harvest. Drumahaire D . — There has been a 
fairly average yield of the various crops in this district. 
Potatoes have been a very good crop, and this may be 
attributed to the dryness ofthe season. MamrhamQ.- 
ton D . — The good yield of root crops in general 
throughout this district is to be attributed to the 
favourable weather of the early part of the season. The 
corn crops gave very good promise till the latter part 
of the season, when they were ruined by the constant 
wet which then set in. Mohill D . — The produce of 
the several kinds of crops in this district is of a fair 
average yield this season. 



Mayo County. BaBaghadereen D. — The good 
yield of the crops generally may be attributed to the 
dryness of the summer months. Turnips and caVibage 
are, however, exceptions, as moist weather would be 
more suitable for them. Baltina D . — The yield of 
crops this year as shown in the returns was caused by 
the weather. Bcdlinrobe D . — We had a very favour- 
able year. We had a mild summer, with just suffi- 
cient moisture \ and that the autumn and harvest 
time held dry for a remarkably long time, and few 
crops were damaged or destroyed, and then only 
through negligence. There is such an abundance here 
that hay is selling at 30s. a ton ; oats at 4s. 6 d. a 
cwt ; and potatoes at 2^d. a stone at present BeL- 
muUtt D . — The bad yield of the various crops in the 
district may be attributed to the continuous rain at 
the time when they required warmth to ripen. The 
oat crop was much shaken and beaten down by storm. 
Castlebar D . — The chief crop — i.e., potatoes — in this 
part of the country has been very good this year. 
Root crops — turnips, mangolds, have failed in high- 
lying and dry lands, but in bottoms have done well ; 
this is owing, no doubt, to the long Bpell of dry 
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weather earlier in the year. Cereals were fair ; the 
crop in low lying lands being 'good — this is also owing 
to the dry weather. Clareviorris D. — Potatoes, oats, 
and turnips, are the chief crops sown here. Potatoes 
are, at least, an average crop ; oats, owing to the wet 
weather that has been almost continuous since the 
middle of August, are not up to the average ; and 
turnips, because of the very dry summer, are under 
the average. Early mown hay, in consequence of the 
dry summer, was hardly an average crop, while that 
cut late in the season suffered so much from the con- 
stant rain, that the gain in quantity was move than 
counteracted by the deterioration in quality. Cross 
molina L. — The season has been against the craps in 
this locality. The tenantry are poor ; and from all 
I can iiud out the prospects of the various crops in 
the market will not return the price. Oats, hay, 
potatoes, and the other craps are not at all equal to 
former years ; the cause of this is the general depres- 
sion of trade, and the low pi-ices of the articles. 
Newport D. — The general deficiency in crops in this 
locality is attributed to the drought in the early part 
of the seuson. It kept buck hay, and turnips and 
potatoes markedly in the places where seaweed was 
used as manure. It dried in the clay, and the crop 
got no benefit from it. The potatoes were beginning 
to ripen when the rains came, and they in many 
places put forth what is called a second growth. By 
the very wet harvest much of the grain crop was 
badly injured in grain and straw. Swineford 1 ). — 
The good yield in several descriptions of crops this 
year was owing to the season and the quality of the 
seed sown. Westport D. — The crops in this district 
seem to be quite up to the average. In a small por- 
tion ol the district, near Louisburg, the potato crop 
was a bad yield; but I believe the land there is 
interior, ard therefore the same yield as in other parts 
could not be expected. 

Koscoiiiion County. Athlone D. — I am of opinion 
the long drought caused the short crops. Boyle D . — 
The crops in this locality were generally good. The 



dryness and harsh weather in the spring affected the 
oats crop, and the heavy rain towards the end of the 
summer damaged the hay considerably. The potatoes 
have afforded a good yield, being favoured by the dry- 
ness of the summer, and the absence of blight 
Castlereagh D. — The crops generally have been a fair 
average. The season was dt-y and suitable to all crops 
— no crop has failed in part or whole. Roscommon 
D. — The average yield of the crops generally is good 
which I attribute to the good summer we have had! 
Perhaps I ought to except hay, winch I think on the 
whole was light, and the autumn was not favourable 
where the crop was late, for saving it. Strokestown 
D. — The yield of hay and corn has not been up to the 
average, owing to the continued diy weather in the 
early part of the year. Turnips are a fair average 
crop. The potato crop has been good, partly owing 
to the favora-able season, and partly to the improved 
seed which has been introduced into the country with- 
in the last few years. 

Sligo County. Ballymote D. — The various crops 
in this district are somewhat above the average, 
especially the potato crop, which is excellent. The 
fanners attribute the good yield to the favourable 
weather. Easley D . — The bad yield of the various 
crops is generally believed to be due to the exceeding 
dampness of the season. Riverstoum D. — The good yield 
of crops this year iff this district was owing to the good 
season. Sligo I . — The crops in this part of the county 
are on the whole above the average, although the wet 
harvest has deteriorated their several values. The 
potatoes especially are better this year than any year 
since 1880. Tober curry D. — The rates of produce in 
this district is on an average with last year, except 
turnips, potatoes, and oats. After the turnips were 
sown there was a great drought, and hence the cause 
of bad yield. A great deal of the potatoes are still in 
the ground, and cannot be dug out owing to the in- 
cessant wet weather. The oats crop have suffered 
much, owing to the continued wet weather, the 
harvest being late in this part of the country. 
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